PEARSALL AND EMBREE: A Short Busi ness Geneal ogy

MURRAY & PEARSALL (1759)

JOSEPH & THOVAS PEARSALL (17707?-1773)

JOSEPH PEARSALL (1773-17817)

JOSEPH PEARSALL & EFFI NGHAM EMBREE (17817-1789)
EFFI NGHAM EMBREE & COLES (c. 1789)

EFFI NGHAM EMBREE (1789-1795)

JOSEPH PEARSALL (1789-1794)

STEPHEN VAN WYCK (1795-18257?)

1759

“Murray & Pearsall—nports materials from London,” The New York
Gazette, Septenber 10, 1759. Cottesman |: 274.

1770

Joseph & Thomas Pearsall, “Watch-Makers”, note nove between Beekman and
Burling Slips in The New York Journal or the General Advertiser
May 17, 1770. Cottesman |: 155.

1773

Joseph & Thomas Pearsall, partnership dissolved “the first of My
last.” “Joseph Pearsall, has renoved to the House lately
occupi ed by Robert and John Murray, Merchants, between Burling' s
and Beekman's Slip; where he carries on the business in the Watch
and C ock Way as usual” in The New York Journal or the CGenera
Advertiser, June 17, 1773. Cottesman |: 155

1774

Joseph Pearsall, advertises nove to house |ately occupi ed by Cornelius
O opper, three doors from Rivington. Notes recent inports.
Ri vington’s New York Gazette, May 26, 1774 (ad runs in 1775 too)
Cottesman I: 156. See also Scott: 84. Notes house in Hanover
Squar e.

1775

John Pearsall signs petition disapproving of Continental Congress
Rivington’s Gazette, January 19, 1775. Scott: 99.

1781

Pearsal|l & Enbree—*"watchmakers” announce nove to corner of Beekman's
Slip “where they continue to repair Watches as usual.” Royal
Gazette March 28, 1781. CGottesman I1: 172

Thomas Pearsall —noted in Rivington's Gazette as a Loyalist refugee,
July 4, 1781. Scott: 264. (Note he was a Quaker and one of the
weal t hi est nerchants in New Yor k)

1783

Ef f i ngham Enbree may have stayed in the city throughout the war.
Law ence Enbree of Shrewsbury, NJ, advertised for stol en goods
and gave Effinghanis city address as a contact: 43 Queen Street.
Ri vington's, Septenber 6, 1783. Scott: 350.

1786
Pearsall & Enbree listed in city directory, 43 Queen St. (p. 67)



1787
Pearsall & Enbree listed in city directory, 43 Queen St. (p. 29)

1789
Ef fi ngham Enbree listed in city directory, 185 Queen St (hone?) (p. 31)

Enbree & Col es, watch and cl ocknmakers, listed in city directory, 185
Queen St. (p. 31)

Joseph Pearsall listed in city directory, 41 Water St. (p. 68)

Pearsall & Enbree listed in city directory, 43 Queen St. (p. 68)

1790

Ef f i ngham Enbree, wt+c listed in city directory, 185 Queen St. (p. 37)
Joseph Pearsall, watchmaker, listed in city directory, 36 Queen (p. 78)
1791

Ef f i ngham Enbr ee—adverti ses as cl ock and watch maker, 185 Queen Street
(may be old corner of Queen and Beeknman's Slip address) The Daily
Advertiser, February 23, 1791. GCottesman Il: 161.

Pearsall & Enbree—ad unclear, but it appears that Gerrit H WAgenen
opens hardware conpany at the store “fornmerly occupied by
Pearsall and Enbree watch makers.” (43 Queen St?) The New York
Daily Advertiser June 20, 1791. CGottesman Il: 173.

1794

Ef fi ngham Enbree listed in city directory at 275 Pearl Street (p. 60)
The nane Pearl Street was extended to cover the whole |ength of
the former Queen Street at this time, so the new address probably
does not reflect a nove.

Joseph Pearsall listed in city directory as a watch and cl ock maker at
250 Pear!l Street (p. 145) See entry above for note on street nane
change.

1795

Joseph Pearsall not listed in directory.

1796
Ef fi ngham Enbree listed in city directory “watch-naker, noved to
Fl ushi ng, Long-Island” (p. 184)

Joseph Pearsall listed in city directory at 250 Pearl Street, but wth
no occupation, suggesting he retired in 1794 or 1795. (p. 265)

St ephen van Wck appears in city directory as a clock and watch naker
at 275 Pearl Street. (p. 315)

1797
St ephen van Wck—"“successor to Effi ngham Enbree, No. 275 Pearl Street”
New- York Daily Advertiser My 26, 1797. Cottesman Il: 176-177



Not es

Ef f i ngham Enbree, son of John Enbree and Elizabeth Law ence, was born
on Septenber 24, 1759 and di ed Decenber 3, 1817. He married Mary
Lawr ence, the daughter of John Lawence and Ann Burling. His
descendants claimthat during the Revol ution Enbree served as a
menber of New York’s Conmittee of Safety and nustered as a
m nuteman in Captain Egbert’s Conpany, although | have not been
able to independently confirmthis story. (Bl ake, Enbrey
Epi sodes: 10, 100 and DAR Li neage Book 5: 300)

1781 as starting date of the partnership with Pearsall fits well wth
Enbree’s age. He would have been 22 when the firmnoved to
corner of Beekman’s slip.

I f Effingham Enbree noved to Flushing at age 37, he may have renai ned
in the trade to sone extent.

Sonme of Effingham Enbree’s partnership references remain a nystery to
me. Enbree & Col es appears once in the city directories, but
Coles’ given nane is not listed. Sonme of the Long Island
Pearsalls married into the Coles famly. Maybe this is an avenue
to explore? “Rossal s & Enbree 3439”, repaired in 1803, has ne
conpletely stunped (Bulletin 28: 488; 31: 347). A single, male
“Rossal s” appears in the New York 1790 Federal Census, and he
l[ived in Manhattan. But the city directories list no “Rossals”
or Enbree partnerships, making it doubtful this Rossals was a
tradesman. There are, though, quite a few people |isted under
the surnanme “Russell”. John H Russell first appears as a gold
and silversmth in 1792, at 3 New Street. Starting in 1794, the
address changes to 1 New Street. He was apparently active unti
1798. Perhaps Enbree did outwork for hinf

The Enbree and Pearsall famlies appear to have stuck their thunbs in a
nunber of pies—especially trade goods and iron, a trend al so seen
with others in the watch and cl ock trade such as the Hawxhursts

and Demlts.

1787, Enbree & Shotwell, ironnmongers, 24 Queen. Nathaniel (?)
Enbree (1790 Census suggests Law ence Enbree and WI Il iam
Shot wel |')

Pearsall & Pell, ironnmongers, 205 Queen (1790 Census
suggests Thomas Pearsall and Elijah Pell may have been
nei ghbor s)

1789, Enbree & Law ence, ironnmongers, 196 Queen
Pearsall & Pell, merchants, 205 Queen (Thomas Pearsall
Elijah Pell?)
Thomas Pearsall & son, nerchants, 203 Queen

1790, Enbree & Lawence, ironnongers, 195 Queen

1791, Pearsall, Pell, and Wiittenore, card manufacturers, 41
Cherry (1790 Census suggests Thomas Pearsall, Elijah Pell)



1804, Thomas Pearsall —advertises inported wool cards, New York
Eveni ng Post, Decenber 1, 1804. Cottesman II1: 240

The Pearsalls were an old and prosperous Quaker nerchant famly living
on Long Island. Before the Revolution, Thomas Pearsall had risen
to the top rung of New York’s nerchants. After the war, he
returned to New York and pushed his business to even greater
hei ghts. Thomas the nerchant’s relationship to the watchnmaki ng
Pearsal | s remai ns unknown.

Bel den |lists Enbree in the Ineson-Bissell Collection at Wnterthur on a
spoon al so marked by Janmes Byrne (p. 155). Enbree apparently
advertised in the Daily Advertiser February 23, 1791 and the
Argus, June 23, 1795. The sane mark and information appears in
Darling Foundation, which [ists himas active 1785-1794. See,
page 70.

Enbree was el ected to SPAAM SPUA nenbership. Connection to wool
manuf acturing, his country retirenment, his political views?

Need to explore Wiittenore connection to see if | can tie himto John
Bliss in New Ol eans.
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