
The New York Watch Co.

Springfield’s Own Watch Co.  October 1867 to August 1888



Origins of New York Watch Co.

• Donald J. Mozart was a colorful character who proposed to build a new 
type of 3-wheel watch.

• The new company was established in Providence RI with George Sam Rice 
as President and J. A. Briggs as Secretary and Treasurer.

• When Mozart had not been able to complete any watches after 3 years 
with lots of parts but no working escapements, the company hired I. W. 
Cushing from Waltham to modify the design to produce a more standard 
watch. Mozart was suspended as Superintendent and left for Michigan.

• As the company was re-tooling for the new watch, they were offered a 
plant in Springfield in exchange for $37,500 value in stock in the company. 
Thus the first watches from the New York Watch Co. were actually made in 
Springfield.



New York Watch Co. , Springfield Mass.



Who were they and how did they do?

• Officers (Springfield Republican April 28, 1870)
• John L. King (Springfield) – President 
• Theodore F. Studley (New York) – Secretary and 

Treasurer
• Homer Foote, John L King, and George Walker 

(Springfield) – Trustees 
• Henry L. Norton, J. A. Briggs and Theodore F. 

Studley (New York) – Trustees 

• Operations
• G. P. Rice – General Business Manager
• J. C. Perry  – Superintendent and Clerk

• James Gerry was original Superintendent but left to 
Join E. Howard & Co.

• Perry  had been Company Clerk for 16 months 
promoted December 1869 to replace James Gerry

• E. P. Gerry – Escapements
• H. J. Cain – Balances (formerly U.S. Watch Co. 

Marion NJ and Nashua Watch Co.)

• History 
• Purchased the American Machine 

Works factory in 1867
• Contracted with Stark Tools of Waltham 

to produce machinery and tooling 1869
• Tooling contract may have preceded the 

move to Springfield
• Fire April 28, 1870 

• back in business in a few months 
• both stock and machinery saved from 

the fire
• Financial Panic 1873

• Struggling financially but stayed in 
operation until 1875

• Closed in 1875 Reorganized as New 
York Watch Manufacturing Co.

• Closed in 1876 Reorganized as 
Hampden Watch Co.



The 
Great 
Fire



The block of Orleans  between Tyler  and 
Pendleton where the New York Watch Co. and 
after the reorganization, the Hampden Watch Co. 
stood in the 1870’s. There is no trace remaining 
of the factory which was about three blocks 
south east of the Springfield Armory.

New York / Hampden Site Today



The Hampden Watch Co. of Springfield

• The final reorganization of the company in Springfield adopted the name of the 
county as the company name.

• The previous owners of the New York Watch Manufacturing Co. were made whole in 
stock exchanges with the new company.

• Key management changes were made that resulted in  a much more effective 
operation.

• Charles Rood who had returned from New York for the position of Business 
Manager negotiated a controlling share of the company and took over as Treasurer.

• H. J. Cain was made Superintendent of the factory

• J. C. Perry was made responsible for sales of the products.

• The trio of Rood, Cain and Perry proved extremely successful with Hampden and 
went on to even greater success after selling the successful company to John C. 
Dueber in 1886. Dueber moved the company to Canton, Ohio in 1888.



Charles Rood Enters the Game

Charles Rood was a native of Ludlow Mass. Who had a 
major success in the New York jewelry trade.

In 1877 he sold his interest in Spadone, Rood & Co. and 
returned to Massachusetts to purchase control of the 
New York Watch Co.

He was unable to recruit additional investors, but by mid 
year he had negotiated  with the board to be a Director 
and Treasurer.

In full control, he made Cain Superientendant of the 
watch factory and put Perry  in charge of Sales.

The company was renamed the Hampden Watch Co. 
after Hampden County.



Hampden Watch Co., Springfield Mass. 
New building opened in 1881



First production of 
New York Watch Co.

Early example of the 19 jewel stem wound watch intended 
to be the top product of the new company.

This example No. 244 is believed to be in its original case.



Springfield No. 974 19J SW Button Set



Springfield No. 1022 SW Pendant Set 
Movement



Albert Clark 

Albert Clark keywind and set 
from the back. No. 6100.
A relatively small  number of 
early New York Watch Co. 
watches are found in cases 
marked for the company



Albert Clark No. 6386 11J movement



John L. King No. 7133 KW 17J 
in Coin Silver Case



Aaron Bagg’s Personal Watch 
J. L. King Grade No. 9056



E. W. Bond 9119 17J 
in NYWCo 18K Case



E. W. Bond 9140 Given to F. L. Bowen 
by His Father Christmas 1878

Roseland Cpttage



E.W. Bond 9242 18J in custom display case



Menlo Park No. 193917 for C. H. 
Knight & Co.

• The Menlo Park private label for C. H. Knight of Chicago represents 
the standard full plate line such as the Billings, Woolworth, 



Hampden Watch Co. Springfield Mass. 346212 
(grade 60 - OF Version Railway Grade)

This watch made in 1885 is essentially the same watch as the Railway 
Grade but rearranged for open face use. It was the last major new product 
of the Springfield Hampden Watch Co.



Rood, Cain and Perry after Springfield

• The Springfield story ends with the introduction of the Cain designed full plate 
watches that marked the last of Hampden Watch Co. and the beginning  of Deuber-
Hampden designs.

• Dueber needed a watch company and he paid $300,000  for it in 1886.

• Rood & Cain served the new owner well and made a successful launch of the 
company in Canton Ohio.

• Rood had substantial stock holding as well as debt owed him from the company.

• Cain was eased out quickly as Dueber established his control over product design. He 
left the company in 1889 after full production was moved to Canton.

• The headquarters of Deuber Hampden remained in Springfield but only Rood’s office 
and the Annual Meeting were there. At the 1890 Annual Meeting Deuber replaced 
Rood as President but Rood was still Treasurer and held financial control.

• In 1890 Rood and Cain with  local investors purchased the Aurora Watch Co. of 
Aurora, Illinois.

• In January 1891 Rood called his debt from Deuber and Deuber declared the Deuber
Hampden Watch Co bankrupt to avoid the required large cash outlay.



Rood, Cain and Perry (cont.)
• At the Annual Meeting in February 1891, the receiver as the majority stock holder 

declared a 10% dividend and requested the resignations of both Deuber and 
Rood. Once the bankruptcy proceeding were closed, control returned to Deuber
as the stockholder of record and he owned the company outright.

• Rood now had the funds he needed to convert the Aurora Watch Co.

• The Keystone Watch Co. factory  was sold at auction to Henry North of Columbia 
PA with funds thought to have come from Rood.

• The Columbian Watch Co. was renamed the Hamilton Watch Co.  Because the 
name was not available.

• The company paid a premium for the machinery that Rood and Cain had  
purchased for Aurora and the local Aurora stockholders had a substantial return 
on their investment.

• Cain served as the Factory Superintendent and Perry established the Hamilton 
distribution model. The names of Rood, Cain and Perry provided substantial good 
will for the new company. Rood was the manager and the general strategist 
although local leaders had the title of President from time to time.

• Cain died in January 1900 at the age 57 and Perry took over management of the 
factory. Rood and Perry retired in 1910.



Hamilton 934 for Fred 
McIntyre, S. McAlester I.T.

Hampden Grade 60 
Springfield Mass.

Finishing 12/7/1898
Sold 6/1/1900
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